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Minutes of the May 19, 2021 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

Education and Examination Committee 

 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 
 
9:00 a.m. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of Embalmers 
and Funeral Directors convened its regular meeting of the Board’s Education and Examination 
Committee to discuss the Board’s business.  The meeting was conducted by means of a 
teleconference call as permitted through a provision to the Open Meetings Act. 
 
To protect the health and safety of all citizens of the state of Ohio during the ongoing declared 
pandemic and global health emergency related to COVID-19, meetings of a public body may be 
conducted by means of teleconference, video conference, or any other similar electronic 
technology in place of in-person meetings until further notice.  The ability to conduct meetings 
in such manner was enacted by the 133rd Ohio General Assembly with the passage of House Bill 
197 in response to Governor Mike DeWine’s declared emergency in Executive Order 2020-01D 
on March 9, 2020.  In November 2020, Ohio legislators passed House Bill 404 including a 
provision to extend the emergency use of conducting meetings of a public body to July 1, 2021.   
 

 

1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Rettig 

 

Calling of the Roll 

 

Chairperson Jon W. Rettig, Sr. called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.  Executive Director of the 

Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee members were 

in attendance of the meeting: 

 

Amanda E. Crates; George Horne, II; Edward C. Nurre, Jr.; Jon W. Rettig, Sr. 

 

Jarrod Williams of the board office staff took attendance of persons attending the committee 

meeting by teleconference.  In attendance were the following: Jack Lechner, Jr., and Elizabeth 

Williams of Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science; and Craig Stires and Melissa Sullivan of Ohio 

Funeral Directors Association. 

 

Also, in attendance were Board Member William C. Wappner, Board Counselor Senior Assistant 

Attorney General Stephanie Slone, and Continuing Education Coordinator Kim Bourk.  

 

Mr. Rettig welcomed all to the committee meeting.  He shared news that Ohio Governor 

DeWine recently announced removing many of Ohio’s COVID-19 pandemic restrictions and is  
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looking forward to the ability to return to in-person meetings in the future. 

 

Mr. Rettig stated that he will begin with consideration of the previous month’s committee meeting minutes.  Mr. 

Rettig asked the committee members if they had opportunity to review the April 21, 2021 Education and 

Examination Committee Meeting Minutes.  The committee members responded that they had. 

 

George Horne moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 

April 21, 2021 Education and Examination Committee Meeting Minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded 

by Amanda Crates.  Mr. Rettig asked for discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion.   

 

Motion by George Horne, second by Amanda Crates 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Jon Rettig 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 

 

Mr. Rettig requested that Kim Bourk, the Board’s Continuing Education Coordinator, to begin review of the list of 

applications for continuing education programs.  Kim Bourk thanked Mr. Rettig and stated that there were thirty-

five applications from fourteen providers before the committee today.  She added that twenty-five applications 

included designation for in-person learning.  Ms. Bourk shared that the additional documents regarding Kate-

Boylston, Ohio Embalmers Association, and Ohio Funeral Directors Association is intended to display the 

breakdown of credit hours available for their larger programs.  Ms. Bourk added that these documents may 

provide persons with interest in specific topics of discussion and their credit hours.  

 

Mr. Rettig asked Ms. Bourk if there were any issues or concerns with the applications.  She responded that there 

did not appear to be any concerns with the applications.  Ms. Bourk reminded all that it is the responsibility of the 

program provider to request of the Board in the application how portion(s) of their program’s hours be credited to 

specific categories of learning.  For example, providers may designate appropriate credit hours to the subject of 

ethics, laws, and rules, and preneed, when explicitly indicated in the application. 

 

Ms. Bourk asked the committee members if they had any questions about the list of continuing education 

program providers.  There were none. 

 

Edward Nurre praised Ms. Bourk for her extra efforts to include the breakdown of the larger continuing education 

programs and stated it was very helpful. 

 

There was discussion among Mr. Rettig, Ms. Bourk and William Wappner about the applications from Graystone 

Associates. 

 

Mr. Rettig announced that he was recently asked to write an article for the Board’s quarterly newsletter due out in 

June 2021.  He shared that he wrote about the Education and Examination Committee and turned it in seventeen 

days ahead of the given deadline. 

 

Mr. Rettig informed Ms. Bourk that as the Continuing Education Coordinator for the Ohio Board of Embalmers and 

Funeral Directors, she has authority to monitor continuing education programs.  He encouraged her to take the 
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opportunity to participate in a program soon to be held in a Mansfield, Ohio area funeral home.   

 

Mr. Rettig asked the committee members for a motion to approve. 

 

Edward Nurre moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 

continuing education programs as presented.  The motion was seconded by George Horne.  Mr. Rettig asked for 

discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion.   

 

Motion by Edward Nurre, second by George Horne 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Jon Rettig 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 

 

Mr. Rettig stated that there were no applications for separation from practice, exemption, or waiver of the 

continuing education requirements.  Nor were there any requests for out-of-state credit hours. 

 

Mr. Rettig spoke a little about his research done on the Ohio Laws and Rules Examination when authoring his 

article for the Board’s newsletter. 

 

George Horne asked Mr. Rettig if the Board provides information to apprentices similar to the annual Apprentice 

Seminar conducted by Ohio Funeral Directors Association.  Mr. Rettig responded that apprentices are encouraged 

to check with professional associations and organizations for supplemental information and training during their 

apprenticeships, if needed.   

 

Kim Bourk responded to Mr. Horne’s question that she and Kim Grossman are collaborating on producing 

reference materials about the board’s apprenticeship program. 

 

Mr. Horne stated that he has recommended the class in the past and shared that a book containing reference 

material to the laws and rules exam is also available.  Mr. Horne shared his understanding that Jack Lechner of 

Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science has mentioned the college has a book for distribution to its students also. 

 

Ms. Bourk replied to Mr. Horne that those books are available exclusively to students of CCMS.  She added that 

Ohio Funeral Directors Association offers for purchase the “Apprentice Study Guide” to help prepare apprentices 

to take the Ohio Laws and Rules Exam.  Ms. Bourk stated the guide is available in print or digital copy.  She added 

that, at this time, the state does not produce or distribute such a guide. 

 

Jon Rettig remarked that the Board references sources to study applicable to the laws and rules examination in 

Section 4717-6-02 of the Ohio Administrative Code. 

 

Ms. Bourk confirmed that Mr. Rettig’s article includes suggestion to review O.A.C. 4717-6-02 for content included 

in the exam.  Mr. Rettig thanked Ms. Bourk, and jokingly stated that he will be available in the lobby to sign copies 

of the newsletter when it is out. 

 

George Horne thanked Melissa Sullivan and Ohio Funeral Directors Association for providing the Apprentice 

Seminar.  Mr. Rettig added that the state’s laws and rules exam should not be taken lightly, and OFDA’s program 
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can be a helpful resource of information. 

 

There was discussion among the board members about the Board’s apprenticeship program. 

Mr. Rettig asked aloud if there was any further discussion before the committee.  There was none. 

 

Edward Nurre moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by Amanda Crates. 

 

Motion by Edward Nurre, second by Amanda Crates 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Jon Rettig 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 

 

Mr. Rettig thanked all for attending the committee meeting. 

 

May 19, 2021 meeting of the Education and Examination Committee adjourned at 9:25 a.m. 

 

 


